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Mrs. Brasch

Portable 9

First Grade Information

Welcome to First Grade!  I am so excited to have you and your child in our class this year.  Please read the following information and save this guide for a reference throughout the year.






Sarah Brasch

Cafeteria Money: A school lunch costs $2.15 (reduced $0.40) and breakfast costs $1.25 (reduced $0.30).  A single milk costs $0.50.  Snacks are also available for purchase.  Please send money in a sealed envelope/baggie with you child’s name, teacher’s name, amount and ‘Lunch’ on the outside.  Our lunch system is automated and each child has an individual account.  I encourage you to pay weekly or monthly.  You may also prepay online at www.myLunchMoney.com.  This will not only speed up the line but your child will have to carry money less frequently.  Our lunch is at 11:44-12:14 and you may join your child for lunch any time.  Breakfast is served each morning beginning at 7:10.  If your child will be eating breakfast, please arrive early enough to finish eating and be in class on time.

Attendance: Please have your child at school by 7:40 a.m.  Doors open at 7:10 for those who must come early.  All students gather in the cafeteria for the morning assembly.  Please try to avoid having your child arrive late. Arrival after 7:45 will be considered a tardy.  Please go to the office for a tardy slip before coming to the classroom.   For safety reasons, please do not drop off your child in the parking lot.  You must use the main building front entrance.  Tardiness is very disruptive and your child will miss out on important lessons and activities.  

Portable Building:  Our classroom is located in a portable this year.  Although it will be tempting to come straight to our room, please make sure you go to the office to sign in and get a visitor’s tag (and tardy/early release slips if needed) before coming to the room.  You will need your ID the first time you visit the school.  Again, please do not drop off your child in the parking lot.  For security reasons, I cannot allow anyone in without a visitor’s tag. Also, we will have to walk to and from the main building several times during the day.  You may send an umbrella (with their name on it) on inclement weather days.  When cold weather arrives, we need to put on our coats before we leave for the main building.  Please make sure your child can put on and button/zip their coat by themselves.
Absence:   When he/she returns to class, send a note or doctor’s excuse explaining the reason for the absence including the child’s name, teacher’s name and the reason for the absence.  This can be turned in to the office or to me.  
Illness: A child needs to be well in order to actively participate in class.  If your child becomes ill at school and you are called, please pick up your child promptly.  Often, children ask to come to school even though they are ill.  Although your child may be disappointed, please keep him/her at home.  After a fever a child’s temperature must be normal (98.6) for 24 hours (without the aid of fever reducing medication) before returning to school.  After vomiting, 24 hours must pass since the child last vomited before returning to school.  

Dismissal:  Students will be dismissed at 2:40 p.m.  Parents may pick up at that time.  Please meet us at our dismissal spot (behind/west of the portables on Flagstone Drive near the picnic tables) and we will meet you there after we drop off day care and bus riders.  If you would like to pick up at our classroom door, please be there early as we will not return to that area.  Every child should have a form on file to tell the school how they will go home and with whom.  Permanent changes should be noted on the form in the office and with the teacher.  Temporary changes (such as going home with a friend) will only be allowed with a signed release note from the parent.  Students leaving during the day must be signed out in the office, not the classroom.  Rainy Days:  Parent pick-ups will wait in Ms. Bessire’s room, Portable 14.
Backpacks: Please make sure your child has a means for carrying important school papers to and from school each day.  Please make sure to empty and look at the contents of your child’s backpack with them DAILY so that important information and homework is not overlooked.  This is an important opportunity for your child to learn how to be a responsible student.

Medication: Teachers may not give medication to students.  All medicine is kept in the office and must be brought in the original container.  A parent must fill out forms in the office authorizing school personnel to give the medicine.

Birthdays: You may send cupcakes or cookies to be passed out on your child’s birthday during lunch.  Please speak with your child’s teacher ahead of time to arrange this.  Invitations to birthday parties may be passed out at school only if every child in the class is invited.

Clothing:  Please see the Pillow dress code for specific information. (REMINDERS:  no spaghetti straps, no tank top or ‘muscle’ shirts, tummies must be covered, no excessively short skirts or shorts)  If you feel that bathroom accidents are a possibility, please include a change of clothes in your child’s backpack.  We do participate in physical activities daily at recess and especially on PE days.  Please make sure your child is wearing comfortable shoes (flip-flops are not recommended).  When cool weather comes, send a jacket with your child and make sure it is clearly labeled with their name. 

Personal Toys: Toys should be left at home.  Students need to use the learning materials provided in the classrooms.  Problems develop when children don’t want to share toys or if those toys are lost or damaged.

Conferences: Conferences are scheduled for every child twice a year.  You will be contacted in the fall and spring for exact times.  If an individual conference is needed at another time, I am available during my conference period, in person or by phone, from 8:45-9:30 a.m. or before or after school.  Please send a note and the reason for requesting the conference so a productive meeting can be planned. I am also easily accessible by e-mail (sbrasch@austinisd.org) for questions or concerns.

Library books: Children will be able to check out books from the library on a weekly basis.  Lost/damaged books will need to be paid for before checking out a new book.  Please establish a special spot where your child may safely keep the book at home. Each child is only allowed two books for checkout.  These books must be returned before new books can be selected.  Our library day is Wednesday.  Our librarian is Mrs. Williams and our library volunteer is Mrs. Burghart.  
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Classroom Phone

(512) 841-4838

So that instruction is not interrupted, please call this number only during 

conference period, after school, or for emergencies.

Pillow Office Phone

(512) 414-2350

E-Mail

sbrasch@austinisd.org 

This is the best way to reach me!



      Conference Period



Lunch



              8:45-9:30


             11:44-12:14
Please post me in a safe and convenient place!!

Mrs. Brasch 








